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Brahms, Sacred Song op. 30
Stravinsky, Symphony of
Psalms for choir and
orchestra

Verdi, Four Sacred Piecesfor
choir and orchestra

Poulenc, Quando corpus
from Stabat M ater

DVD Classics

Soloists/Orchestra  Nicolas de Grigny Choir
Symphonic Orchestra Leon Barzin

Conductor Jean-Marie Puissant

Order No. 55001

Release Date 2006

A request for a symphony to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1930 resulted in the composition of the
Symphony of Psalms. The dedication to the Boston Orchestra begins:
"Cette Symphonie composée ala glorie de Dieu...". Thereis no doubt that
Stravinsky's faith was authentic at the time the Symphony of Psalms was
written. He had become a regular communicant of the Orthodox Church
in 1926. The work represents Stravinsky's need to express his faith and
desire to do homage to God. Stravinsky chose three of David's Psalms and
treats them in the true spirit of the Old Testament. In May 1930 he gave
an interview in which he asserted that "the more one separates oneself
from the canons of the Christian Church, the further one distances oneself
from the truth," but also “the overflowing of the framework in art testifies
to alack of internal discipline, which weakens the work.'

The Four Sacred Pieces were written at various times in Verdi's later
years. The first, Ave Maria sulla scala enigmatica, was written in 1889,
followed by a Stabat Mater, the Laudi alla Vergine Maria, on a text from
Dante, and a Te Deum for double chorus and orchestra. The Four Pieces
were published in 1898.

The death of a friend was the inspiration for Poulenc’s Stabat Mater for
solo soprano, mixed chorus, and orchestra. The medieval text is a
meditation on the anguish of Mary, mother of Jesus, as she stands in his
final hours at the foot of the cross. Completed within two months,
Poulenc's Sabat Mater has an immediacy of expression which vividly
captures the passion, suffering, sorrow, supplication, and, finally, glorious
hope embodied in the prayer, perhaps more so than any other setting of
the text.

5500
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DVD Classics Mussorgsky,
A night on the bare

mountain

Brahms,

Symphony no 3 in F maor
op. 90

SoloistsOrchestra  The French Symphonic Orchestra

Conductor Laurent Petitgirard
Order No. 55002
Release Date 2006

‘ 28462

Born in 1950, Laurent Petitgirard studied the piano with Serge
Petitgirard and composition with Alain Kremski. An eclectic
musician, his career as a composer of symphonic music (more than
twenty works) and of film music (150 scores) is matched by his
activity as a guest conductor the world over. In 1989 he founded the
Orchestre Symphonique Francgais which he conducted until 1996,
also directing, from 1986 to 1997, the Festival and the Academy of
Flaine (Haute-Savoie). In December 2004 he was elected music
director of the Orchestre Colonne in Paris.

Laurent Petitgirard has made some thirty records, notably of
Honegger's Jeanne d'Arc au Blcher and several world premiere
recordings, including Ravel’'s Gaspard de la Nuit in the
orchestration by Marius Constant. Laurent Petitgirard’s first opera,
Joseph Merrick dit Elephant Man was first performed in French, in
February 2002 at the Prague State Opera, conducted by himself. He
continues to collaborate on a regular basis with the Berliner
Symphoniker, which he conducted twice in the 2004-2005 season.
Laurent Petitgirard has just begun work on his second opera, Guru,
to be premiered by Nice Operain December 2007.

He received various prizes, among others the SACEM Prize in
1990 and the Prix Musique 2001 of the SACD for his opera Joseph
Merrick dit Elephant Man. In December 2000 he was elected
Member of the French Institute, in the seat of Marcel Landowski at
the Académie des Beaux-Avrts.

Laurent Petitgirard isa Commandeur des Arts et Lettres.

55002
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DVD Classics Johannes Brahms,
Concerto for piano and
orchestra no 1 in D minor
op. 15
Symphony no1in C
minor op. 68

SoloistsOrchestra  Jacques Rouvier

The French Symphonic Orchestra
Conductor Laurent Petitgirard

Order No. 55003

Release Date 2006

4 “028462

Born in Marsdlles in 1947, Jacques Rouvier studied with Vlado
Perlemutter, Pierre Sancan, Jean Fassina and Jean Hubeau. He obtained
first prizes in Piano and Chamber Music from the Paris National Music
Conservatory in 1965 and 1967. A profound and proficient musician, he
has won several international prizes: the Viotti prizein Vercelli, the Maria
Canals prize in Barcelona, the Marguerite Long-Jacques Thibaud prize
and the prize awarded by the Fondation de la VVocation (France). In 1970
he founded the Rouvier-Kantorow-Muller Trio with which he regularly
performs. An eminent teacher, he was named Professor of Piano at the
Paris National Music Conservatory in 1979 and has been often invited to
do master-classes around the world: in Montreal, Vancouver, Saint-Jean-
de-Luz (the Maurice Ravel Academy), and the international Music
Academiesin Nice, Les Arcs and Courchevel.His recordings have always
been warmly received and have won prizes including the Grand Prix du
Disque and the Grand Prix du Disque Francais. Over the fast 25 years he
has played innumerable concerts in France and around the world and
always with great success and joy. Jacques Rouvier's artistic career is the
reflection of his rich personality: his musical instinct, his powerful and
moving poetic imagination and his perfect knowledge of the repertory
have been praised by critics everywhere.

Laurent Petitgirard was the music director of the Orchestre Symphonique
de France from 1989 to 1996.His parallel career as a composer stretches
back to the 1970s. He has written a number of substantial orchestral
scores as well as having an extensive catalogue of music for film and
television (including the music for many episodes in the French ‘Maigret’
series and Otto Preminger’s ‘ Rosebud’).
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DVD Classics Beethoven, Concerto for
piano and orchestrano4in G

major op. 58

Brahms, Concerto for violin
and orchestrain D major
op. 77

Saint-Saéns, Introduction
and Rondo Capriccioso for
violin and orchestra in A
minor op. 28

Soloists/Orchestra  Sung Sic Yang, violin
Kun Woo Paik, piano

The French Symphonic Orchestra

Conductor Laurent Petitgirard
Order No. 55004
Release Date 2006

Kun Woo Paik was born in Seoul. He began the piano when he was eight.
Two years later he performed Grieg's Piano Concerto with the Korean
National Orchestra. When he was fifteen, he was chosen to represent his
country at the Dimitri Mitropolous Competition in New Y ork, where he
was awarded a special prize He moved to New York to study at the
Juilliard School, thus becoming one of the last heirs of the tradition of the
great Russian pianists. He won the prestigious Busoni Competition and
the first prize at the Walter Naumburg Competition. This series of
competitions launched his international career, which began by a
triumphal performance at the Alice Tully Hall in New York, followed by
a concert accompanied by an orchestra at the Carnegie Hall. He went on
to play for thefirst timein London at Wigmore Hall and then at the Berlin
Philharmonic. Since then, he has performed each season in America,
Europe and Asia. Kun Woo Paik was awarded the Golden Tuning Fork of
the Y ear and the 1993 New Record Academy Grand Prix for his recording
of Prokofiev’s five concerts.

Sung Sic Yang was born in Seoul in 1966 and entered the Paris Academy
in 1979. He studied at the “Advance Solo Studies Course” at the
Guildhall School in London, where he graduated in 1987. He has
performed as a soloist throughout Europe. At the Seoul Olympic Games,
he played concertos by Tchaikovsky and Mendelssohn with the Moscow
Philharmonic. This performance was crowned by arecord. Sung Sic Yang
won the First Grand Prix at the Carl Flesh International Competition in
London and made a recording for the BBC. He made his début in New
York with a recital which was universally praised by both audiences and
critics. Sung Sic Yang plays a 1727 Guarnerius de Gesu.
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DVD Classics Brahms, Concerto for violin
and celloin A minor op.102
Saint-Saens, Concerto for
celloin A minor op.33,
Saint-Saens, A night in
Lisbon
Tchaikovsky, Variationson a
rococo theme 0p.33

Soloists/Orchestra  Sung Wong Yang, cello
Sung Sic Yang, violin

The French Symphonic Orchestra

Conductor Laurent Petitgirard
Order No. 55005
Release Date 2006

Sung-Won Yang was born in Seoul, South Korea and entered the French
National Superior Academy in 1981, where he studied under Professor
Philippe Muller. He graduated in 1986 and went on to study under
professor Janos Starker in the “ Artist Diploma Programme” at the Indiana
University School of Music where later on he worked as professor
Starker’s assistant. Today Sung-Won Yang teaches at the Korean
National Institute of Arts. He has made radio recordings in France, the
United States, Japan and Korea.. He has performed with artists such as
Victor Tregakob, Yuri Bashmet, Choliang Lin and Leonard Hokanson at
international festivals held in France, Australia, Germany, Switzerland,
Japan, Korea and throughout the United States. Furthermore, he has
performed in the Philippines, Thailand, Hong Kong, France and Korea.
He plays a 1845 Pressenda

Sung Sic Yang was born in Seoul in 1966 and entered the Paris Academy
in 1979. He studied at the “Advance Solo Studies Coursg’ at the
Guildhall School in London, where he graduated in 1987. He has
performed as a soloist throughout Europe. At the Seoul Olympic Games,
he played concertos by Tchaikovsky and M endelssohn with the Moscow
Philharmonic. This performance was crowned by arecord. Sung Sic Yang
won the First Grand Prix at the Carl Flesh International Competition in
London and made a recording for the BBC. He made his début in New
York with a recital which was universally praised by both audiences and
critics. Sung Sic Yang plays a 1727 Guarnerius de Gesu.
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DVD Classics C.W. Gluck

Orpheus and Eurydice
Operain three acts
(Concert Version)

Soloists/Orchestra  James Bowman
Lynne Dawson
Claron McFadden
L es Choeurs de Namur

La Grande Ecurie & La Chambre
du Roi

Conductor Jean-Claude Malgloire
Order No. 55006
Release Date 2006

The Orpheus myth exists in a great number of ancient religions. Its
deep meaning expresses the initiatory road by which the human
being can accede to artistic immortality. Thus did the poet Orpheus,
in thrall to the pain caused by the loss of his wife, Eurydice,
compose the "Master Song", which saw him justifiably elevated to
the gods.

From the start, "the entities watching over us from the other side of
death" set atrap for Orpheus that would bring him immortality in
exchange for his human happiness. And it is the tragic chorus
whose masks evoke the dead Eurydice's face for him, multiplied to
infinity. Through Eros good graces, Orpheus would be granted the
favour of wandering among the dead in search of Eurydice. But to
do this, he had to swear not to look back at her before reaching the
land of the living. Everything would be done to make him forsake
his oath. Confronted by the young woman's terror of death's reality,
he would forget his oath and turn round to comfort her. Having lost
her for a second time, crushed by the weight of his own liability and
now removed from all earthly attachments, he would compose the
famous song that would win him immortality. And of Eurydice
returned to existence by Eros, he would take with him into
immortality only the mask substantiating his memories.
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DVD Classics Vivaldi, L’Estro Armonico no
11 0p.3

Purcell, Chaconne for strings
in G minor Z 730

Bach, Concerto for violin, oboe
and string orchestrano 9in D
minor BWYV 1060

Williams, Concerto Accademico
for violin and stringsin D minor

Soloists/Orchestra  Beata Halska
Anne-Marie Rochard

Jean-Philippe Thiebaut

Versailles Soloists

Conductor Bernard Le Monnier
Order No. 55007
Release Date 2006

Created in 1986 by conductor Bernard Le Monnier, the Versailles Soloists
performs both as a chamber orchestra with 17 instruments and as a full
orchestral ensemble with 30 to 40 instruments, which gives it wide
latitude in terms of repertoire, running from the baroque period to
contemporary works.

All of the musicians have won honours from the National Conservatory of
Paris or from national conservatories in France's provinces. The ensemble
has performed in the most prestigious concert halls in Europe and has
won an enthusiastic following, thanks to its dynamism, unity of tone and
the quality of its musical resonance.

Born in Poland, Beata Halska, has chosen France as her adoptive
homeland. She has achieved a considerable international reputation. In
addition to the greatest violin concerts, she intensively dedicates herself to
chamber music as well as to rardy executed works and world premieres.
She has attended, as guest soloist, great festivals like Menton, Radio
France, Paris and Reims; well-known concert halls such as the Theatre of
the Champs Elysees, the Opera Comique, and Radio France as well as
orchestra ensembles such as the Sinfonia Varsovia, the Mozarteum of
Salzburg and the Polish Philharmonic Orchestra. As laureate of numerous
prizes obtained at numerous competitions, she is one of the artists
supported by the Menuhin and Philip-Morris Foundations.
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DVD Classics Haendel, Concerto for organ
and orchestrano 6 op. 4,6 HV

294 in B flat major

Vivaldi, Concerto no 178 op. 3,9

R230in D major

Vivaldi, Concerto no 177 op. 3,8

R522 in A minor

Haydn, Concertono 1 H18in C

maj or

Hidas, Sonatain C major

Corélli, Concerto grosso no 8

op. 6in G minor/G major

Haendel, Concerto grosso no 11

op- 6in A major
Soloists/Orchestra  Georges F. Bessonnet

Atelier Lyrique et Orchestral du

Centre
Conductor Amaury du Closel
Order No. 55008
Release Date 2006

Amaury du Closd studied composition with Max Deutsch in Paris (1974-
76) and Michel Philippot (1977), and conducting with Alexandre Myrat at
the Mons Conservatory/Belgium (1979-80), Karl Oesterreicher (Vienna
1980) and Sir Charles Mackerras (Vienna 1981). He worked as assistant
conductor to Jéréme Kaltenbach and as musical director of the Orchestre
Symphonique et Lyrique de Nancy (1984-85). In 1985 he was semi-
finalist of the Parma, Tokyo and Besangon competitions and in 1986 he
won the 2d International Competition Masterplayers for Young
Conductors in Lugano. In 1982 he became Music Director of La
Camerata de Versailles, a chamber orchestra with which he gave about
350 concerts throughout Europe. In 1986 he was named Music Director
of the Paris Chamber Opera and in 1988 Music Director of Le Sinfonietta
de Chambord.

Since 1991, he has been principal guest conductor of the Romanian Radio
and Television Chamber Orchestra. He made his débuts with the
Romanian National Opera in Bucharest in 1994 and with the Romanian
Radio and Television National Orchestrain 1997.

Amaury du Closel has recorded 15 CDs with works by Haydn, Mozart,
Rossini, Mahler ao. and he has also made numerous radio and TV
recordings.

He has composed more than 25 works, including a chamber opera,
concerti for cello, guitar, song cycles, works for solo instruments,
orchestral pieces and various chamber music pieces.
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DVD Classics Joseph Haydn
Lo Speziale

Comic Operain three acts

Soloists/Orchestra  Antondla Manotti
Carmen Gonzales

Luig Alva
William Matteuzzi
Riccardo Castagnole

Orchestra della Svizzera ltaliana
Conductor Marc Andreae
Order No. 55009
Release Date 2006

Mengone has entered the service of the apothecary Sempronio in
order to be near the old man's ward Grilletta. His progress in
wooing is slow, for Sempronio seldom leaves Grilletta alone.
Another suitor, the rich young fop Volpino, tries to bribe
Sempronio by promising him a post as the Turkish Sultan's
apothecary. Sempronio accepts but, not wishing to meet the
condition of Grilletta's marriage to Volpino, sends Mengone for a
notary, thinking to marry her himself. Volpino enters, disguised as
a notary; immediately afterwards Mengone perpetrates the same
masquerade. Sempronio dictates the marriage contract, which each
notary adapts to his own purpose. When the ruse is discovered,
Volpino disappears, to return later disguised as the Sultan. When he
attempts to carry off Grilletta, Sempronio protests, whereupon the
false Turks begin to break up the shop. Mengone saves the situation
and wins the frightened Sempronio's promise of Grilletta's hand.
Volpino retires, baffled, and the "Turks" and neighbours join in the
jubilation. Lo Speziale is Haydn's second opera, written for the
opening of the opera house at Esterhaza in 1768. It was the first of
Haydn's operas to be revived in modern times (Mahler produced a
version), but has been overshadowed by his later works. The work
has none of the solemnity and complexity of the old operatic
tradition. The story is simple, the music lively and witty and the
arias are more developed musically than in Italian operas of the
period. Changes of mood and character are reflected in the music
and the ensembles are a foretaste of those of Cos fan Tutte and
Figaro.
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DVD Classics Gioacchino Rossini

Il Turcoin Italia
Opera buffa in two acts

Soloists/Orchestra  Francois Loup
Elisa Maurus

Susan Roberts
Jean Marc |valdi
Paul Gigue a.o.

Orchestra of Caen

Conductor Laurent Pelissier
Order No. 55010
Release Date 2006

Il turco in Italia is one of Rossini's wittiest but most neglected
works. It is full of ingenious and freshly composed invention. It
was Rossini's first collaboration with Felice Romani and Romani
understood perfectly Rossini's love of pastiche and parody. He
provided a commedia dell' arte scenario that gave Rossini plenty of
opportunity to mock traditions he had helped to cultivate in the first
place. The plot of Il turco is delightfully voluptuous and among the
many jewels in the score, the duet for Geronio and Selim, in which
the Turk tries to persuade the ageing husband to sell his wife to
him, is widely considered one of the composer's masterpieces. The
underlying conceit of the opera is that of a show within a show.
From outside the proscenium, downstage and off to the side, a poet
agonizes over a libretto-in-progress, while on centre stage, his
characters and ideas take wing.

The colourful staging documented on the DVD in hand was
recorded at the Theatre of Caen in 1995. Soloists include Francois
Loup as Selim the Turk, Susan Robert, Elsa Maurus and Paul
Guigue. The Caen Orchestra is conducted by Cyril Diederich and
supported by the Theatre of Arts Rouen Ballet and Choir.
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DVD Classics Bach, Sarabandefor violin
Beethoven, Concerto for
violin in D major op. 61
du Closel, Voilesfor
symphonic orchestra
M endelssohn, Symphony no 4
in A major op. 90 ‘Italian’

SoloistsOrchestra  Olivier Charlier, violin

Atelier Lyrique et Orchestral du

Centre
Conductor Amaury du Closel
Order No. 55011
Release Date 2006

Born in 1961, Olivier Charlier won first prizes in violin and chamber
music at the Paris National Conservatoire. He won prizes in five of the
most prestigious international violin competitions, and it was these
victories which enabled him to give concerts al over the world. Olivier
Charlier has appeared as soloist with many orchestras including the
Orchestre de Paris, the Berlin Symphony, Yomiuri Nippon Symphony,
and the Tonhalle Orchestra Zurich. He has many recordings to his credit.
Since 1981 Charlier has been Professor of the Violin at the Paris
Conservataire.

Amaury du Closel studied composition in Paris and conducting at the
Mons Conservatory/Belgium and in Vienna. He worked as musical
director of the Orchestre Symphonique et Lyrique de Nancy (1984-85). In
1985 he was semi-finalist of the Parma, Tokyo and Besangon
competitions and in 1986 he won the 2d International Competition
Masterplayers for Young Conductors in Lugano. In 1982 he became
Music Director of La Camerata de Versailles, a chamber orchestra with
which he gave about 350 concerts throughout Europe. In 1986 he was
named Music Director of the Paris Chamber Opera and in 1988 Music
Director of Le Sinfonietta de Chambord. Since 1991, he has been
principal guest conductor of the Romanian Radio and Teevision
Chamber Orchestra. Amaury du Closd has recorded 15 CDs with works
by Haydn, Mozart, Rossini, Mahler a.0. and he has also made numerous
radio and TV recordings. He has composed more than 25 works,
including a chamber opera, concerti for cdlo, guitar, song cycles, works
for solo instruments, orchestral pieces and various chamber music pieces.
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DVD Classics Berlioz, Summer nightsop. 7
Dvorak, L égendes nos 6-7-9

op. 59
Mozart, Symphony no 39in
E flat major

SoloistsOrchestra  Margaret McDonald, soprano

Atelier Lyrique et Orchestral du

Centre
Conductor Amaury du Closel
Order No. 55012
Release Date 2006

Criginally from Grimsby, UK, soprano Margaret McDonald studied at the
Royal Northern College of Music where she was awarded both the Curtis
Gold Medal and the Elsie Sykes Fellowship. After further study in Milan,
her career was launched with three seasons spent with Glyndebourne
Festival Opera and Glyndebourne Touring Opera. She now combines her
roleasavocal tutor at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama
with a highly successful operatic and concert career which, to date, has
encompassed a varied and impressive range of peformances and
commitments.

Amaury du Closel studied composition in Paris and conducting at the
Mons Conservatory/Belgium and in Vienna. He worked as musical
director of the Orchestre Symphonique et Lyrique de Nancy (1984-85). In
1985 he was semi-finalist of the Parma, Tokyo and Besangon
competitions and in 1986 he won the 2d International Competition
Masterplayers for Young Conductors in Lugano. In 1982 he became
Music Director of La Camerata de Versailles, a chamber orchestra with
which he gave about 350 concerts throughout Europe. In 1986 he was
named Music Director of the Paris Chamber Opera and in 1988 Music
Director of Le Sinfonietta de Chambord. Since 1991, he has been
principal guest conductor of the Romanian Radio and Teevision
Chamber Orchestra. Amaury du Closd has recorded 15 CDs with works
by Haydn, Mozart, Rossini, Mahler a.0. and he has also made numerous
radio and TV recordings. He has composed more than 25 works,
including a chamber opera, concerti for cdlo, guitar, song cycles, works
for solo instruments, orchestral pieces and various chamber music pieces.
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DVD Classics Debussy, Préludeal’aprés-
midi d’un faune

Mahler, Kindertotenlieder
Schreker, Chamber
Symphony in A major

SoloistgOrchestra  Claire Brua, mezzo-soprano
Pierre Monty, flute
Pierre Lafosse, oboe
Christian Roca, clarinet

Atelier Lyrique et Orchestral du

Centre
Conductor Amaury du Closel
Order No. 55013
Release Date 2006

The mezzo-soprano Claire Brua began her studies at the Nice
Conservatoire, while also reading for a master’s degree in literature. She
took a first prize at the Paris Conservatoire under William Christie and
has appeared internationally with Les Arts Florissants, notably as Dido in
Purcdl’s Dido and Aeneas at the Bastille and in Rome. In early music
Claire Brua has worked with René Jacobs, Roland de Lulli, Jean-Claude
Malgloire and Jordi Savall, but has an extensive repertoire and has
appeared in leading réles in operas ranging from Cavalli to Gounod. Her
recordings include distinguished performances in early repertoire and in
French song, a particular interest.

Amaury du Closel studied composition in Paris and conducting at the
Mons Conservatory/Belgium and in Vienna. He worked as musical
director of the Orchestre Symphonique et Lyrique de Nancy (1984-85). In
1985 he was semi-finalist of the Parma, Tokyo and Besangon
competitions and in 1986 he won the 2d International Competition
Masterplayers for Young Conductors in Lugano. In 1982 he became
Music Director of La Camerata de Versailles, a chamber orchestra with
which he gave about 350 concerts throughout Europe. In 1986 he was
named Music Director of the Paris Chamber Opera and in 1988 Music
Director of Le Sinfonietta de Chambord. Since 1991, he has been
principal guest conductor of the Romanian Radio and Teevision
Chamber Orchestra. Amaury du Closd has recorded 15 CDs with works
by Haydn, Mozart, Rossini, Mahler a.0. and he has also made numerous
radio and TV recordings. He has composed more than 25 works,
including a chamber opera, concerti for cdlo, guitar, song cycles, works
for solo instruments, orchestral pieces and various chamber music pieces.
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DVD Classics W.A.Mozart
Symphony no 29KV 201
in A major
Exsultate, jubilate KV 165
Vorrel spiegarvi KV 418
Concerto for flute, harp and
orchestraKV 299 in C major
Soloists/Orchestra  Philippe Di Pertis, flute
Anne-Laurence Savin, harp
Simion Stanciu, flute
Elisabeth Vidal, soprano

Normande Orchestral Ensemble

Conductor Jean-Pierre Berlingen
Order No. 55015
Release Date 2006

The DVD in hand was recorded at the St-Michel of Boscherville Abbey in
1994 and features an all-M ozart programme;

The one regret Mozart might have had about composing the Concerto for
Flute and Harp was that he was never paid for it. He composed the
Concerto for Duc Adrien-Louis de Guines, who was a fine flautist, and
his daughter, who was a brilliant harpist. This Concerto was compaosed for
the home rather than the concert stage. Understandably, there are no duo
concertos for this combination by composers who made their careers
writing principally for virtuosos of the concert stage. The harp itsdf had
not yet won its place as a standard instrument in the symphony orchestra.
Technical improvements in the design of the instrument and the
Symphonie Fantastique (1830), which features the harp, led to its more
frequent use as an orchestral instrument. Y et no later major composer had
the inspiration or incentive to write a concerto for flute and harp like
Mozart’s.

The Symphony N0.29 in A major, K201, has become the best-known of
Mozart's earlier symphonies. It dates from 1774. In this work Mozart
speaks with avoice of complete individuality: he has paid off all his debts
to earlier symphonists.

The concert arias of Mozart were written for a great variety on purposes,
including recitals or as substitutions in pre-existing Operas. All, however,
display the wonderful unity, proportion and remarkable delicacy of
melody that are the unmistakable Mozart hallmarks.
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DVD Classics Johannes Brahms,
Concerto for piano and
orchestrano 2 in B major
Symphony no 2 in D major
op. 73

Soloists/Orchestra  Nelson Freire, piano

The French Symphonic Orchestra

Conductor Laurent Petitgirard
Order No. 55016
Release Date 2006

Born in Brazil in 1944, Nelson Freire was three years old when his
sister gave him his first piano lesson. A natural talent, he was able
to play back from memory entire pieces performed by her. He soon
began systematic piano studies, making his first public appearance
at the age of four. His success performing Beethoven's Emperor
Concerto at the 1957 International Piano Competition in Rio de
Janeiro earned him a government funded scholarship which enabled
him to continue his studies in Vienna with Bruno Seidlhofer. Seven
years later, Freire won the Dinu Lipatti Medal in London and first
prize at the International Vienna da Motta Competition in Lisbon.
Nelson Freire has since performed as soloist with such orchestras as
the Berlin Philharmonic, London Symphony, Royal Philharmonic,
Israel Philharmonic and many more. Freire made his United States
debut in 1970, since then he has toured the United States regularly.
Freire also performs in recitals and duo concerts with Martha
Argerich, Gidon Kremer and Misha Maisky.

Laurent Petitgirard was the music director of the Orchestre
Symphonique de France from 1989 to 1996.His parallel career as a
conductor stretches back to the 1970s. He has written a number of
substantial orchestral scores as well as having an extensive
catalogue of music for film and television (including the music for
many episodes in the French ‘Maigret’ series and Otto Preminger’s
‘Rosebud’).
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DVD Classics G. F. Haendd

Messiah HV 56
(Abridged Version)

Soloists/Orchestra  Sara Macliver
Alexandra Sherman
Christopher Field
Paul McMahon
Teddy Tahu Rhodes

Cantillation and Orchestra of the
Antipodes

Conductor Antony Walker

Order No. 55018

Release Date 2006

Haendel's Messiah has been described as "the mogst influential and
widely performed choral work of all time'. Yet despite its
popularity there had never been a complete recording of the work
made by Australian musicians before the one documented on the
DVD in hand. Recorded in 2002 and using period instruments and
singers who specialise in music of the Baroque era, this ambitious
project attracted Australias finest soloists and musicians. Their
dynamic performance of the original 1742 version of Messiah was
captured in the historic splendour of St. Patrick's Chapel, Manly,
Australia

Unlike the many Handel oratorios that are based on the lives of Old
Testament figures - Saul, Solomon, Samson, Jephtha, Judas
Maccabeus, etc, - Messiah does not have a plot featuring named
characters in a series of incidents. The only portion of narrative is
the comparatively brief nativity scene, from the Pifa (Pastord
Symphony) to the chorus "Glory to God in the highest".

The libretto is a compilation of verses from the Bible. The verses
are drawn from various prophets of the Old Testament, from Isaiah,
the Psalms, the Evangelists, and Paul. Upon this assorted material
the music imposes a magnificent unity. The massive choruses are
pillars of architectural structures while the tuneful recitatives and
broadly flowing arias serve as areas of lesser tension.
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DVD Classics Mozart, Divertimentoin D
major KV 136

Mozart, Sinfonia concertante
in E flat major KV 364
Tchaikovsky, Serenade for
string orchestrain C major
op. 48

Shostakovich, Polka for
string orchestra

Soloists/Orchestra  Vladimir Spivakov, violin
Youri Bashmet, viola

M oscow Virtuosos

Conductors Y ehudi Menuhin
Vladimir Spivakov

Order No. 55019

Release Date 2006

The Moscow Virtuosos were founded in 1979 by Vladimir Spivakov, one
of the most famous violinists of our days. He selected this group of high
standard soloists from the most important posts in the greatest orchestras
of theformer Soviet Union to create his own ensemble. As soon as it was
formed, the ensemble was called from all over the world. In 1987 they
made their debut in the United States with such success that they returned
in 1989 for a twenty-four-concert tour, and have regularly come back
every year to perform in the most important halls both in the States and
Canada. Since 1989, the Maoscow Virtuosos, with Vladimir Spivakov as
conductor, regularly attend the Music Festival of Marbdla (Spain),
Rheingau Musik Festival in Wiesbaden (Germany), Schleswig Holstein
Musik Festival (Germany), Festpiele Wiltz Festival (Luxemburg) and
Festival Internationale de Colmar (France) where they give not only
concerts but also master classes. The Moscow Virtuosos and Vladimir
Spivakov are frequently accompanied by other great soloists such as
Mikhail Rudy, Evgeni Kissin, Natalie Stutzman, Michala Petri, ec. On
therecording in hand it is Y ehudi M enuhin who joins the ensemble.

His musical career spanned more than seven decades. He made his debut
in San Francisco as a child prodigy aged seven and by the age of 13, had
performed in London, Paris and Berlin. He went on to develop his talents
asaviolinist, conductor and teacher, founding the Y ehudi Menuhin
Schooal, in Surrey, for gifted young musicians in 1963. His performances
of classical works, like Beethoven's violin concerto were rapturously
received. Albert Einstein famously said after hearing him play: "Now |
know thereis a God in heaven."
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DVD Classics Antonio Vivadi
The Four Seasons

Soloists/Orchestra  Bernard Le Monnier, violin

Versailles Soloists

Conductor Bernard Le Monnier
Order No. 55020
Release Date 2006

Created in 1986 by conductor Bernard Le Monnier, the Versailles
Soloists performs both as a chamber orchestra with 17 instruments
and as a full orchestral ensemble with 30 to 40 instruments, which
gives it wide latitude in terms of repertoire, running from the
baroque period to contemporary works.

All of the musicians have won honours from the National
Conservatory of Paris or from national conservatories in France's
provinces. The ensemble has performed in the most prestigious
concert halls in Europe and has won an enthusiastic following,
thanks to its dynamism, unity of tone and the quality of its musical
resonance.

Of all Vivaldi's many concertos, The Four Seasons have captured
the imagination of modern audiences the most. These four violin
concertos were part of a larger set Vivaldi published in 1725 under
the title The Contest of Harmony and Invention. When The Four
Seasons were published, four sonnets highlighting exactly what was
happening in each concerto, were also added. They are a brilliant
early example of programme music - music that tells some kind of
story, or describes or mimics non-musical things. The Four Seasons
were written for a solo violin, strings and continuo (harpsichord or
organ), and each concerto falls into a fast-slow-fast movement
pattern.
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DVD Classics Mozart, Concerto for oboe and
orchestra KV 285d in C major

Mozart, Symphony no 24 KV
182 in B major
Mozart, Allegro di molto from:
Divertimento KV 137 B major
Bach, Concerto for two violins,
strings and continuo BWV 1043
in D minor
Bach, Concert for violin, strings
and continuo BWV 1041 in A
minor

Soloists/Orchestra  Vladimir Spivakov, violin
Arkady Futer, violin
Alexey Utkin, oboe

M oscow Virtuosos

Conductor Vladimir Spivakov
Order No. 55021
Release Date 2006

The Moscow Virtuosos were founded in 1979 by Vladimir Spivakov, one
of the most famous violinists of our days. He selected this group of high
standard soloists from the most important posts in the greatest orchestras
of theformer Soviet Union to create his own ensemble. As soon as it was
formed, the ensemble was called from all over the world. In 1987 they
made their debut in the United States with such success that they returned
in 1989 for a twenty-four-concert tour, and have regularly come back
every year to perform in the most important halls both in the States and
Canada. Since 1989, the Moscow Virtuosi, with Vladimir Spivakov as
conductor, regularly attend the Music Festival of Marbdla (Spain),
Rheingau Musik Festival in Wiesbaden (Germany), Schleswig Holstein
Musik Festival (Germany), Festpiele Wiltz Festival (Luxemburg) and
Festival Internationale de Colmar (France) where they give not only
concerts but also master classes. The Moscow Virtuosi and Vladimir
Spivakov are frequently accompanied by other great soloists such as
Mikhail Rudy, Evgeni Kissin, Natalie Stutzman, Michala Petri, etc.

The DVD in hand presents the orchestra performing two of Johann
Sebastian Bach's most popular violin concertos: the Concert for two
violins, strings and b.c. BWV 1043 in D minor and the Concert for violin,
strings and b.c. BWV 1041 in A minor, as well as Mozart’s only Concert
for oboe and orchestra KV 285d in C major, featuring the renowned
oboe player Alexey Utkin. The live recording from 1991 ends with two
stunning Mozart encores and an enthusiastic audience.
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DVD Classics Chopin, Concerto for
piano and orchestrano 1
op. 11 in E minor
Liszt, Symphonic Poems
nos 2+3

Soloists/Orchestra  Naum Shtarkman, piano

The Symphony Orchestra of
Russia

Conductor Tugan Sohiev

Order No. 55022

Release Date 2006

The Symphony Orchestra of Russia was created in 1991 by the
outstanding Russian conductor Veronica Dudarova. Consisting of famous
musicians from Moscow and other musical centres of the former Soviet
Union, in the course of years the orchestra has gained lots of admirers and
has become well-known for its high-quality performances which until
today it has proved in more than 300 concerts at the best Russian concert
halls. The name of Veonica Dudarova, a laureate of State Russian
Musical Award and an academician of International Art Academy, is
famous not only in Russia but al over the world. A peculiarity of
Veronica Dudarova and her orchestra is an attention to young and gifted
musicians that take part in joined concerts with the orchestra: hereit isthe
gifted young conductor Tugan Sohiev whom Veronica Dudarova named
chief conductor of the orchestra in the beginning of 2002.

The concert on the DVD in hand was recorded live in December 2002 in
the Great Hall of the Maoscow Conservatory. Accompanied by the
renowned pianist Naum Shtarkman, the orchestra performs works by
Frederic Chopin and Franz Liszt.

The performer and teacher Shtarkman is rated among the best
contemporary musicians and his creative longevity is reflected in
hundreds of performances given all over the country, plenty of records
and compact discs and in world-wide recognition.
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